Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Table Talk:
Spiritual conversation starters for families

Matthew 14: 22-36:  Week of August 12, 2012
Why do you think Jesus chose to approach the disciples by walking out to them on the water?

What happens out on the lake to rock the disciples’ boat?  To stir up their fear?  To encourage their faith?

Why did Peter attempt to do something as crazy as walking on water to see Jesus?

Why did Peter sink?  Why did Jesus not instantly pull him up?

Would you have dared to do what Peter did by walking on water to see Jesus?  Why?
What is your comfortable “boat” that is keeping you from experiencing the thrill of walking on water with Jesus?

Family Activity:

Each member of the family share a time when they stepped forward in faith and experience the thrill of walking on water (experiencing the impossible) with Jesus.
Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:
Sermon follow up study for individuals, couples, and groups

Matthew 14: 22-36:  Week of August 12, 2012

Why do you think that Jesus wanted to pray alone?  What was one of Jesus' concerns about his popularity among the people (see John 6:15)?

How does public opinion and Jesus’ response to it resemble that of the temptations in Matthew 4: 3-10?

Meanwhile, what happens out on the lake to rock the disciples’ boat?  To stir up their fear?  To encourage their faith?

What do Peter’s actions reveal about his personality?

Why do you think Peter asks Jesus to call to him?  When did Peter begin to sink?  Why then and not earlier?

Would you be more likely to stay in the boat or to step out of it?  Why?

What is your comfortable “boat” that is keeping you from experiencing the thrill of walking on water with Jesus?

